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thanking him for his speech, denouncing the President's
'' whitewashing'' message.

I told him the Executive had rights and duties as well as
Congress, and that they must not be overlooked or
omitted. That the Rebel States had an existence and
would be recognized and sustained although their func-
tions were for a time suspended by violence. That under
military necessity, martial law existing and the President
being commander-in-chief, provisional governors had been
temporarily appointed, but the necessity which impelled
their appointment was passing away, the States were re-
suming their position in the Union, and I did not see how,
without abandoning our system of constitutional govern-
ment, they were to be disorganized, or unorganized, and
deprived of their local civil government and the voice of
the people suppressed. That he spoke of them as a "con-
quered people," subject to terms which it was our duty to
impose. Were his assumption true, and they a foreign con-
quered people, instead of our own countrymen, still they
had their rights, were amenable to our laws and entitled to
their protection; modern civilization would not permit of
their enslavement. That were we to conquer Canada and
bring it within our jurisdiction, the people would retain
their laws and usages when they were not inconsistent with
our own, until at least we should make a change. That I
thought our countrymen were entitled to as much consid-
eration as the laws of nations and the practice of our own
government had and did recognize as belonging to a con-
quered people who were aliens. That this was the policy
of the President. He had enjoined upon them, it was true,
the necessity of making their constitutions and laws con-
form to the existing condition of affairs and the changes
which war had brought about. They had done so, and were
each exercising all the functions of a State. Had their gov-
ernors, legislatures, judges, local municipal authorities, etc.
We were collecting taxes of them, appointing collectors,
assessors, marshals, postmasters, etc. , -